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Schiermonnikoog in the heart

The Peruvian/Ita-
lian photographer,
Luca Solari (62),
first came to Schier-
monnikoog in 2009.
Every winter after
that he came back,
and with a modest
persistence he won
the trust of the is-
landers. The result
of his visits is a ma-
jestic photobook.

Eric Nederkoorn

Luca Solari is a photographer but
not a professional. He was a sound
engineer. “I'm retired now, but that
was my career. Photography is my
passion.”

And you can see that in his work.
Solari didn’t receive any training.
“I spent much time in libraries lear-
ning how to ‘read’ images rather
than to read text.”

Solari’s wife is from the Nether-
lands. They live near Lausanne,
Switzerland. She wanted to fur-
ther explore the Northern reaches
of her motherland, and nine years
ago that exploration led them to
Schiermonnikoog. “It was early
January, right after the New Year.
I knew straight away that I had
to come back.”, says Solari. They
came again the following winter.
“The atmosphere is different then.
Nature is the boss during the win-
ter months. It’s almost as if it says
to the people: Go inside! Sit with
each other!”

The annual highlight

And that’s what they do. Schier-
monnikoog has a population of
under 1000, and yet it has 10 bil-
liards clubs. For the islanders, the
highlight of the year is the annual
billiards tournament that takes
place in Hotel Van der Werff. So-
lari experienced this event during
his very first visit and hasn’t missed
one since. The players, all the islan-
ders, even the island itself, made a
home in his heart. “I had no plan. It
just happened.”

The tournament inspired him to
create an exquisite chapter in his
350 page photobook: Schiermonni-
koog - The Fortress. On Saturday he
was in the Van der Velde bookshop
in Leeuwarden and the following
day in Groningen’s branch on the
Grote Markt to showcase his book
to the public. On Thursday, the first
copy will be officially gifted to the
mayor of Schiermonnikoog, Ineke
van Gent. Naturally, in Hotel Van
der Wertff.

Mathijs Deen (author of De Wad-
den) wrote the poetic texts that ac-
company Solari’s photographs in
the book. Eric Bos, long-time arts

Retired captain Hilborand Abma
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Untitled Photo: Luca Solari
editor at Newsblad van het Noor- Fischer a.k.a. Jan Blauwpak (Jan
den and writer of the Visualia co- ‘Blue Suit’), long-standing mana-
lumn in the Dagblad van het Noor-  Solarit has captured ger at the hotel who died in 2014.
den for almost 30 years, wrote the h I “His portrait in the book was used
Foreword. “Mathijs will do the talk- the sou Of at the funeral. His daughter Char-
ing on Thursday. I'm not so good at Schiermonni koog lotte said that day: ‘This is the most
that.” beautiful photo that anyone has
taken of him.” Solari says, visibly
Captains on!” moved.
It was this modesty that won Luca Solari took striking ~portraits. In addition to the portraits and the

the trust of the billiard players and
their audience; of all the islanders.
“I wouldn’t dream of getting in the
way, or taking pictures without
their permission. I would find that
very obtrusive.”

He reeled in his ‘subjects’ carefully
and wisely. “In the second year I of-
fered photographs that I had made
a year earlier. Islanders that at first
didn’t want to be photographed
now said: ‘Where is he? Bring it

Captains with sun, salt and wind-
kissed heads. He owes a lot to Tiny
Dijkhuizen, the islander whom he
sat next to by chance, at his first
billiards tournament - it was the
only empty seat. “We are now good
friends”, says Solari’s wife, Mo.

Jan Blauwpak

Regular Schier-goers will reco-
gnise some of the portraits, such
as the permanent waiters and Jan

billiard players, Solari has captured
the soul of Schiermonnikoog - that
brought about by sea, wind and
man. Often remarkably detailed,
with contrasts that you hardly
think possible coming from an au-
todidact, unlike anything that was
made before.

“T am not a nature photographer. I
am not a street photographer.” He
is Luca Solari.

LUCA SOLARI
SCHIERMONNIKOOG
DE VESTING
THE FORTRESS

met teksten van
MATHIJS DEEN

Schiermonnikoog -
The Fortress, by Luca
Solari. Texts by Ma-
thijs Deen, Foreword
by Eric Bos.

368 pages.
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~voor eilanders in Hotel Van der
- Werff. Solari maakte het evenement

 erna geen editie. Debiljarters,

= Het biljarttoernooi insplreerdg

50 pagl
- Schiermonnikoog —De ves

Leeuwarder Courant - dinsdag 24 a_prii 2018 - cultuur@lc.nl

Schiermonni

De Peruaans/Itali-
aanse fotograaf
Luca Solari kwam
in 2009 voor het
eerst op Schier-
monnikoog. Hij
keerde er elke
winter terug en
won met zijn°be-
scheiden aanwe-
zigheid het ver-
trouwen van de
eilanders. Het re-
sultaat is een ma-
jestueus fotoboek.

uca Solari is fotograaf maar

niet van professie. Hij was
~ geluidstechnicus. ,,Ik ben nu
gepensioneerd, maar dat
was mijn beroep. Fotograferen- doe
ik vanuit passie.”

eens een kl]k]e nemen ergens aan de
noordkant van haar vaderland. Het
werd, negen jaar geleden, Schier-
monnikoog. ,Begin januari, pal na
de jaarwisseling. Ik wist direct, hier
moet ik terugkomen”, zegt Solari.
Dat weerzien zou opnieuw in de
winter zijn. ,Dan is de stemming an-
ders. De natuur is de baas in de win-
ter. Het is alsof die tegen de mensen
zegt: naar binnen jullie, bij elkaar
zitten.” :
Dat doen ze. Schiermonnikoog
telt nog geen duizend inwoners.
Maar wel tien biljartclubs. Jaarlijks
hoogtepunt is het biljarttoernooi

bij zijn eerste bezoek mee en miste
alle
het eﬂand ze bo

Zonder titel.  FOTO LUCA SOLARI

et ging vanzell

'Noorden, schreef het voorwoerd _
. ,Mathijs zal spreken donderdag Ik NagtSt ge h :

g. ~ ben daar niet goed in.” ¥ n nee,
dag was hij in boekhandel Van der  Het is deze bescheidenheid waar- pa. 53 ft
Velde in Leeuwarden, een dag later mee hij het vertrouwen won van de h -' het We e n Va n

‘de bﬂjarters en hun pubhek, van de an-




